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not be surprised if restrictions are imposed of a far more drastic character than
have hitherto been contemplated. I have the fullest respect for the rights of
British Indians, but the Indians generally must understand that, if they are going
to show obstruction, to force their wills upon this community, and to spread
over this town a la Mauritius, they will have all sections of the whites united
against them. It is well that this should be stated plainly. The burgesses of
this town, who have built it up and are responsible for it, are not going to be
dictated to by the Indians, who are going the right way to bring into existence
an organisation that will insist on the Town Council proceeding on such lines,
or obtaining such powers, as will leave no loophole of escape, and that will greatly
shackle the Indian community. The attitude on the Queen Street Kaffir market
is alone sufficient to arouse the anger of the community, and the situation will
not be helped by defiance in regard to licences after legal rights have once been
settled.
Our contemporary mixes up the Kaffir Market in Queen Street with
the Hoondamal case, with which it has not the remotest connection;
and it mixes up the Hoondamal case with the whole of the Indian licensing
question, and then incites the burgesses against the Indians.
Now the Kaffir Market is an eyesore which has nothing to recommend
it; and it has to be dealt with on its own merits, But it would not be
proper to blame the whole community for the obstinacy of an individual.
Nor is it right to suggest that there is any idea of determined opposition
to the reasonable wishes of the burgesses. We admit that the transfers
of licences should be regulated. But, in the present case, we consider
that the action of the Town Council is high-handed, prejudiced, -oppres-
sive and unjust. Mr. Hoondamal has an exceedingly strong case on
merits. His premises are in excellent condition, comparing most favour-
ably with the best of the class in West Street. He is a man of exception-
ally clean habits, His trade is high-class European, and commands the
confidence of a large number of European houses. Law seems to be on
his side. Why, then, should he not fight for what he is justly entitled
to? And, if, against the whole weight of the Town Council, which is thrown
against him in an unjust manner, the Indians in general rally round the
oppressed merchant, it is nothing but their duty so to do. And we think
that our contemporary should appreciate rather than deprecate the efforts
on the part of the Indians to secure justice. When that proposition has
been made good, it would be time to appeal to the Indians to respect the
wishes of the Town Council.
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